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Tux traitor is the moral cannibal. He 
feasts on the mental worth, the social 
reputation, the political welfare and 
the earthly life of his trusting and 
betrayed friend. He is the human 
serpent, which nurses and revives at 
the fire of charity, and then darts bis 
strengthened venom at the bosom of 
his benefactor. What the is to 
the heart of oak, the gas g rat to 
the ship’s timbers, the flaw to the 
diamond, the poisonous asp to the 
sheltering flower—all that, aye, and 
more, is the traitor to mankind. No 
cause is 80 no being is so ex- 
alted as to be free from the pollution 
of his betraying touch. ven the 
celestial legions their arch-traitor. 


Earth, from the day of Eden, has Se 


never been free from his treacherous 
kiss. 


learned to — all —— to 2 * fellow- 
man, profane, rebellious trayers 
have — 


eir insidious like 
devastating worms, through 1 the 
pillars upholding holy men and noble 


causes. | 
The traitor is the worst of all 


Since the hour when man first | h 


thieves, for he steals sacred freedom 
from his trusting associates. The 
traitor is the worst of all murderers, 
for he plunges the assassins knife 
into the back of his believing friend. 
Two soldiers are standing at the 
i in the dark night, the 
silent forest. They ate sworn and 
— of — 
oe surges arou 
ghastly. death ia grinning 
at them from every glade which opens 
— — — blacker 
ep yo a whispering to 
them upon every wind that stira the 
odorous branches. But they fear no 
blow from a foeman’s shaft—that 
noble death is but the chance of war. 
cure in mutual confidence, they 
tremble not. They speak of country, 
ome; of wives and little prattli 
babes. And yet, while the words 
soft, pathetic love are on the lips of 
one, the other plunges a traitorous 
knife, a a friendly, loyal 
heart. And then the assassin swee 
like the shadow of a lost soul over 
face of the betrayed sentinel; he creeps 
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across tender moss and between the 
trunks of mighty trees—everywhere 
leaving the crimson, accusing stain— 
until he reaches a distant camp-fire; 
and at the feet of the waiting enemy 
he lays down his reeking knife and 
takes his purse of gold. This is the 
traitor. And when the moon comes 
up, stealing amidst the rustling leav 
he looks upon the cold, white face o 
a betrayed friend, whose last word 
was of confident love told to the ear of 
a hired assassin. 

Two men are joined in a patriotic 
cause. To the maintenance of the 
principle of just freedom they pledge 
their lives, their fortunes and their 
sacred honor. History will call the 
men who are true to this cause loyal 
and brave. The tyrant whom they 
seek to overthrow calls them conspi- 
rators. They meet in a darkened 
room, with curtains closely drawn. 
Soft mats hush the sound of the firm 
footfall. Stern voices, more used to 
the vast circumference of the field or 


the resonant heights of the * pl 
ese 


stilled to a woman’s whisper. 

two men are meeting to sign and yield 
to each other, for distant comrades, 
the pledge of mutual fidelity. The 
one who is master of the house places 


pis guest at a table and sp be- 
ore him for final execution the plans 


of insurrection, the lists of friends 

and confederates, the oaths of reci- 

fealty. As the visitor attaches 

is name to the solemn instruments, 
he sighs and says: 

“Oh, trusted friend! I yield to this 
cause not only my life, my fortune 
and my sacred honor; but I pledge to 
it and to the integrity of you and our 
allies my sweet wife and my only son 
—both at once my present pride and 
future joy!“ 

While the words are uttered, the 
bold and noble hand traces its way in 
affirmatory signature across parch- 
ment and paper. Scarcely has the 
thrilling whisper of the patriot ceased 
to 4 me the damask curtains, when 
the hangings are parted by the vulture 
hand of the other conspirator, and 
between their open folds steal the 
soldiers of the tyrant. These warlike 
hands grasp the shoulders of the pa- 
triot, and as they drag him forth to 
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dungeon and to death, the betraying 
host cries: 
“Bind him fast, lest he should es- 
and slay me!” 
he coward, muffled in a cloak, 
soon steals from the sombre chamber 
to the palace of the minister, and lays 
before that waiting officer his trophies 
of broken plans and fatal lists. He 
gets in return his patent of rank, his 


gift of confiscated estates, his pledge 
of his personal — » This is the 
traitor. And when the sun of the 
third day shall rise, its first pitying 
beams will fall upon the gory block, 
the black executioner, the et with 
its dread burden, and the headless 
trunk of the patriot whose trust and 


hope had been in a false friend. 


Two men are joined with others in 
roclaiming an unpopular but holy 
octrine. Hand in hand they go 
through the earth testifying to men, 
to cities, to nations, the mighty truths. 
They say to all lands and to all peo- 


es: 
“We know that this is the living, 
burning truth. God has spoken from 
the heavens, and we are His wit- 
nesses,” 

To each other—in all the sacred 
friendliness of long associations, of 
missionary labors, and of a commun- 
ion together when every human law 
and hand seemed against them they 
speak in faithful hope of the glorious 
cause which they espouse, and of the 
divine necessity which they are under 
to be faithful to God and their breth- 
ren. Their views are not in accord 
with public sentiment and suddenly 
they are ed before a cruel tri- 
bunal and c * that they are 
teaching crime. But the law of the 
land says: No man shall be pun- 
ished because of his sincere religious 
views or practices.” And the jud 
before whom they are arraigned calle 
to them: ; 

“Continue to declare that ye are 
doing the will of and in prison 
ye shall rest. But owledge that 
ye are proclaiming a man- sys- 
tem, and pledge that ye will cease, and 
ye shall go free.” 

And one of them who are arraigned 


says: 
Oh, judge! I acknowledge thy 


— 
| 
| 
— 
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supremacy. I will obey thy law. I 
wi N it. 80 
long as thou and thy masters shall 
command, I will worship the graven 


Image. 

nesty, bought at the price of a people's 
— and creeps — the presence 
of the court a man—nay, a creature 
inviolable of bis fellows, but haunted 
ever by the shadow of Judas. This 
is the traitor. 

And when the other prisoner is ar- 


raigned he cries: 

“This is my religion! God gave it 
tome! Ye may take my earthly life, 
but ye cannot sap my manhood nor 
strangle my conscience. 

Then the judge, who has a mission 
to learn if these ple are sincere, 
answers to the prisoner and for the 
far-off masters of the court: 

“Thou canst not come within the 
law; because thou canst not claim 
sincerity. Thy brother and fellow- 
laborer bath just now recanted, and 
this is proof that thou art not sincere, 
but wickedly obstinate. If thy bro- 
ther had with thee remained firm and 
immovable I might have believed in 
thy cause. But what man hath done 
man can do again. Therefore, recant 
or rest thou within the cold and lone- 
ly walls.” | 

And the sun and moon of another 
month, stealing through iron-bound 
chinks of rock, see the patriot pacing 
a dismal cell. 

The traitor calls himself a reformer. 
He is merely a coward. And of all 
the wretches whose presence taints 
the air of earth and heaven, the cow- 
ard is the worst, Great Cesar said: 

“The coward’s fears make him die 
. times before his death. 

“The valiant never taste of death 
but once. 

“ Of all the wonders that I yet have 
heard, it seems to me most Strange 
men should that 

eath, a necessary end, come 
when it will come. 

The traitor professes to believe that 
his act of betrayal will disrupt the 
cause which he deserts. This is the 
coward rebel’s wish. How abjected 
and miserably he fails! Sometimes 
the traitor lops from the sturdy trunk 
a straggling branch; but does the tree 


parrici 
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thrive less for that! Nay. The 
other twigs only bear blossoms the 
more redolent and fruit the more rosy. 
Sometimes the traitor tears away a 
cracked, a seamed, a shaling stone 
from the half-completed structure. 
What if a measure of disaster follow? 
Cannot the builder renew? And does 
he not choose better rock to bear the 
weight of his fair edifice? Sometimes 
the traitor only hastens the success 
which he seeks to avert; sometimes 
he delays the triumph against which 
he rebels. But always ultimately the 
car of — moves to its appointed 
end. And the cowardly betrayer who 
thought to stop its career by holdin 
back with his puny arms is 

by it to his miserable end, while his 
associates—dead or alive go with it to 
the day of triumph. | 


There was once a man of mighty 
prowess, endowed from his first breath 
with a wondrous strength. When he 
grew to manhood, brutes, men and 
even armies fell in the dust at his feet. 
It had been divinely promised of him 
that he should be a marvel of strength, 
and that he should begin to deliver 
Israel out of the hands of the Philis- 
tines, and men and chains, and bolts 
and gates could not prevail against 
his manly, heroic lustiness. But 
there came a woman, with her soft, 
betraying touch. She caressed him 
and begged for love of her that he 
would reveal the secret of his miracu- 
lous strengh. In a foolish moment 
he yielded; and then were his Jove- 
like locks shorn from his head; and 
he became a blind lackey, the serf of 
the Philistines. Delilah, the betrayer, 
with her traitorous kiss upon Sam- 
son’s lips, and her traitorous whisper 
through the tent to his waiting enemy, 
could do what no thousand of open 
foes could accomplish. She made the. 
proud, superb, perfect lion a weak, 
whining whelp. 

A mighty king had a well-beloved 
son tu whom he had given and for- 
given more than is usually bestowed 
upon one of human kind. And yet 
the son traitorously plotted the down- 
fall and even the murder of his royal 
sire, and the usurpation of the throne. 
He might have succeeded in 


is crue 
treason, but that he himeell 


= 
| 
| 
— 
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rn 
my son Om 
dod 


that arrow - pierced heart of the 
betrayi d betrayed Absalom could 
have quickened but for one mome 
how much sharper than the physi 
death-thrust would it have felt Kin 
David's cry of infinite forgiveness 
But the past was irrevocable. Israel's 
lordly king, the beloved of God, was 
moaning in anguish at the gate of the 
city; and the beautiful Absalom, with 
the fatal hair, the beloved of his royal 
sire, was lying dead in the pit in the 
deserted wood, with ignoble stone 
crushing his lifeless body. 

War, murder, exile were rless 
to bring such desolation to these ro 
hearts; but when Absalom, the for- 
given murderer, became a betrayer 
infinite woe fell around the name of 
the dead prince and the bowed head 
of the living king. But though the 
great tenderness of the psalmist could 
compass remission for the crime of 
Absalom, the nation and history must 
be more harsh. When a subject, for 
self- izement, rises against a 
king, he is atraitor; but he is a thrice- 
damned traitor when that monarch 
— t whom he rebels is his own 

er. 


m 
"T ‘bad 


Women are often false to their lovers; 
mare to their sovereigns, and even 
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sons to their sires. Divinity iteelf is 
no invulnerable shield against betray. 
al. A merciful Christ came to save 
mankind from torment and lift them 


all | into eternal radiance. He chose and 


trusted his apostles. He ministered 
to them and with them. They each 
could give a testimony that their 
Master was the anointed Savior, the 
Son of the living God. Persecution 
came upon Him like the storm cloud 
lowers upon the snowy mountains and 
enfolded Him in a my embrace. 


The prospect of suffering with this 
God-like ter, whom he bad served 
as purse-bearer when the danger was 


not great, made Judas weak unto be- 
trayal. wardice ang avarice work- 


ed er in the traitor heart. He 
| 


“Master, master! Hail, master!” 
Then he took his thirty pieces of 
silver; and with them he accepted a 
hatred of all mankind. 
The compassionate Redeemer of 
the world hung upon the ¢ruel cross 
with drops of agony upon His radiant 
brow, while His lips were wreathed 
in a pained but forgiving smile. And 
Judas, the traitor, tasting the 
stay the progress i act. 
The black-hearted deed was done. 
The mocking trial had sen- 
tence had been pronounced and exe- 
cuted; and then the betrayer ned 
and dung the money from him as a 
sinful, tie which had no 
worth. Upon the bloody field he cast 
himself and his bowels gushed forth 
in useless contrition. He died upon 
the spot which his blood-money pur- 
chased for the burial of strangers and 
criminals in the land. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE IN REGARD TO 


TEMPERANCE. 


BY REV. B. W. WILLIAMS. 


WuiLe others are discussing the tem- 
perance question from a social, politi- 
cal, or economic standpoint, the 
Christian moralist naturally inquires, 
What aaith the Scriptures?” With 


bim the Bible is an authority para- 


mount to all others He cares little 
for the opinions of theorists unless 
they are sustained by the teachings of 
divine truth. “ Tothe law and tothe 
testimony; if they speak not according 
to this Word it is because there is no 


was in turn betrayed and finally slain. 
And when the grand, great-hearted, 
poetic monarch learned that Absalom, 
the sweet, the beautiful, the dearly- 
beloved, was dead, he wept before 
5 and as he went his sorrowfu 
died for thee, O, A m, my son, 
son!” 


light in them.”—(Isaiah viii, 20). In 
order to successfully enforce the duty 
of abstinence from the use of intoxi- 
cating liquor, we need some more 


weighty and powerful motive than 


mere | iency, utility, or self- 
interest. e find it in the written 
e people of this country, in the 
main, accept the Bible as a revelation 
from God. Their ideas of right and 
wrong are influenced largely by what 
they conceive to be its teachings. II, 
therefore, it can be shown that the 
Word of God is against intemperance, 
this fact will furnish a most cogent 
reason for abstuining from that vice. 
But if men are made to believe that 
the Bible sanctions the use of strong 


drink, it will hardly fail to encourage | 


drunkenness. 

The advocates of liquor sometimes 
attempt to quote Scripture in its favor. 
Some of them are great scriptorians— 
or rather scrap-torians. Infidels are 
in the habit of quoting certain 
sages in which wine or strong drink is 
mentioned for the purpose of 
to make it appear that the 
fosters intemperance, and is therefore 
not a true moral guide. I shall now 
endeavor to answer classes of 
objectors by showing that the Bible is 
uncompromisingly to drunk- 
enness, and that it clearly teaches the 
doctrine of total abstinence as an in- 
dividual duty, and entire prohibition 
as the true policy or communities and 
nations, 

I shall first notice some of N 
sages of Scripture usually quoted by 
‘these would-be expounders of the 
Bible. One of the most important of 
these is the miracle at Cana of 
Galilee. Here we are told that Christ 
made and drank wine on a wedding 
occasion; and therefore they say that 
the Bible sanctions the use of ardent 
spirits as a beve But it remains 
to be shown that the wine so miracu- 
lously provided alcoholic 
pro es. Unless this can be done— 
and we know it cannot—the objection 
amounts to nothing. There not 
the slightest proof that the wine used 
at Cana was intoxicating. Eminent 
biblical scholars tell us that it. was 
not. In su of this assertion I 
offer the wing quotations :— 
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“Bible | 


| 


President Wott.—“ It 228 — 
might drink freely, because it not 
derange, demoralize, or into * 

Albert Barnes. — It was pure juice 
of and for i can be 
proved was without fermentation. No 


was just like the wine which he poses 
to deink.” 


mented Ramos which passes now under that 
who know of the wine then 
understand rather the un/fer- 


mi be multiplied, 
— — Evidently the 
miracle at Cana does not, when 
rightly understood, favor the use of 
strong drink as a beverage We may 
examine the account in the light of 
history, science, and Scripture, and 
we utterly fail to find any proof that 
our Savior made and drank intorica- 
mg wine. Such a conclusion would 
is God, and make nonsense of 
his word. 

Another favorite text with our anti- 
— — critics is that containing 
Paul's advice to Timothy: Drink no 
longer water, but use a little wine for 
thy stomach’s sake and thine often in- 
firmities.” Timothy appears to have 
been a total abstainer of the strictest 
order. Paul doubtless knew this, and 
did not condemn him for it, but sug- 
gested that he depart from this prac- 
tice, to some extent, in order that 
his health might be restored. He 
said, Drink no longer water —that 
is, water only — but use a little wine.” 
The fact that a Pauline injunction 
was needed to induce him to take 
even “a little” wine for medicinal 
purposes is itself proof of his tem- 
perance principles. The wine was 
recommended asa medicine and not 
as a beverage. It was a medical pre- 
scription, and therefore does not ap- 

y to the conduct of 22 in good 

ealth. If Timothy had been a ha- 
bitual drinker of wine as a beve 
a little, used as a medicine, woul 
not have been sufficient to act asa 


restorative from physical debility. 
In order to Cal mote effectually 
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hOuld adduce | 
drinking wine, unless he can prove that 
the wine made in the water pots of Cana 
. Jacobus, — is was not e- 
— — 
Dr. Owen. — As wine was a common 
beverage in that land of vineyards in its 
state our Lord most likely 
rank it. 
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demonstrate the fallacy of the argu- 
ment based upon this of 
t by another application eq as 
and — We — in 
the Bible that on one occasion a 
laster of was recommended to 
ezekiah. Now, if the prescribing 
of wine in Timothy’s case proves that 
we ought to drink wine as a beverage, 
then the recommendation of a plaster 
of figs to Hezekiah proves that we 
should use the same external applica- 
tion! The Apostle James once re- 
commended the sick to be anointed 
with oil; but does that prove that we 
should also saturate ourselves with 
the same ingredient? Yet this would 
be no more unreasonable than to 
quote Paul’s language to Timothy as 
authority for wine- drinking. Is not 
this true? Isnot one just as logical 
as the other? The fact that certain 
remedies were prescribed for the sick 
in particular cases does not prove 
that all persons in all ages and con- 
ditions should use them. 

I now call attention to some of the 
many injunctions of the Bible against 
intemperance. And in order to com- 
press the argument into as small a 
— as possible, I shall briefly state 
the facts, and refer the reader to 
those portions of the Bible in which 
they are recorded. 

1. The Bible solemnly warns us 
against wine and strong drink, repre- 
senting it as a mocker, a raging influ- 
ence, and calculated to deceive its 
victimsa.— Proverbs xxix, I. 

2. The priests were forbidden to 
drink wine for the reason that it 
would disqualify them for the duties 
and responsibilities of their office.— 
Leviticus x, 9-11; Ezekiel xliv, 21. 

3. It is also stated that kings and 
princes should not drink * it 
cause forgetfulness of God's law, and 
perversion.— Proverbs xxxi, 5. 

4.—The prophet Isaiah clearly shows 
that the unwarranted use of wine and 
strong drink among certain Jewish 
priests — prophets was = prolific 
source of error, misery, and degrada- 
tion.—Isaiah xxviii, 7. 

5. Solomon enumerates six different 
indications of human suffering and 
degradation resulting from wine- 
drinking.—Proverbs xxiii, 29-30. 
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6. God pronounces a woe upon 
those who, in consequence of their in- 
temperate habits disregard His work 
and neglect the claims of religion.— 
Isaiah v, 11-12. 5 

7. Drunkenness is spoken of among 
the works of the flesh,“ which are 
represented as sinful in their nature 
and perilous to the interests of the 
soul.—Galatians v, 19-21. 

8. We are admonished in the Bible 
that the use of intoxicating liquor is 
a preventive of worldly prosperity 
and a hindrance to the acquirement of 
wealth.—Proverbs xxi, 17; xxiii, 21. 

9. Drunkards are expressly men- 
tioned by the Apostle Paul as one o 
the classes of persons who shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God.—1 Cor. 
viii, 10. 

10. Members of the church are 
earnestly exhorted to avoid drunken- 
ness, and to be sober and vigilant at 
all times.—Ephesians v, 18; Romans 
viii, 13; 1 Peter v, 8. 

11. Abstinence from wine, as an 
element of Christian character, is re- 
quired as one of the qualifications of 
bishops and deacons in the Church of 
God.—1 Timothy iii, 2, 3, 8. 

12. Temperance is spoken of as one 
of the conditions of obtaining the 
“incorruptible crown” promised in 
the Bible as one of the rewards of the 
righteous.—1 Corinthians ix, 25. 

13. The Bible clearly teaches the 
duty of abstinence from wine, or any- 
thing else by which others might 
led astray or become addicted to in- 
temperate habits. — Romans xiv, 21. 


14. Temperance is spoken of as one 
of the fruits of the Spirit, and every- 
where commended as a graceand ex- 
cellency which should characterize 
1 true Christian.—Galatians v, 

23. 

15. We are commanded to not even 
look upon the wine in its fermented 
state lest we should be overcome by 
its tempting influence. Prov. xxiii, 31. 

16. The duty of abstinence from 
intoxicating liquors is enforeed by the 
consideration that “at the last it 
biteth like a serpent and stingeth like 
an adder.”—Proverbs xxiii, 32. 


17. The Bible pronounces a woe 
upon a man who treats to liquor, or 
who is instrumental in bringing oth ers 


| 
‘on 
2 
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to drunkenness and debauchery.— 
Habbakuk ii, 15. 

18. We are commanded not to 
associate with drunkards and wine- 
bibbers, for the reason, no doubt, that 
it would impare our moral sensibili- 
ties, and perhaps lead us astray.— 
Proverbs xxiii, 20; 1 Corinthians v, 11. 

19. The Bible records with —— 
bation the first temperance pledge 
ever taken, and shows that a blessing 
resulted from it.—Judges xiii, 13, 


14, 

20. Daniel and his three associates 
are spoken of ‘approvingly for their 
refusal to drink wine, and were greatly 
benefitted as the result of their ab- 
stemiousness.—Daniel i, 8, 14, 15. 

21. Samuel was a temperance man 
of the strictest order, his mother hav- 
ing abstained from wine before his 
birth, in consequence of which he 
became a chosen prophet of God and 
an honored judge of his nation.— 
1 Samuel i, 15; iti, 19, 21; vii, 15. 

22. John the Baptist was another 
illustrious total abstainer, using nei- 
ther wine nor strong drink; hence his 
spiritual power, his favor with God 
and his abundantsuccess as a preacher. 
Luke i, 15. 

23. The Rechabites are represented 
in the Bible asa family of total abstain- 
ers, worthy of our admiration. Hav- 
ing been warned by their fathers 
against intemperance they refused to 
drink wine when tempted to do so. 
* — are commended for their filial 
obedience, in following his counsels 
and abstaining from its use.—Jer. 
xxxv, 5-19. 

24. The Nazarites were an order of 


455 


good and holy om separated unto 
and consecrated by a vow of total 
abstinence. They abjured the use of 
intoxicating liquors; and it is evident 
that they were highly esteemed, and 
regarded by the Almighty as a bless- 
ing to their generation.—Num. vi, 1-4; 
Amos ii, 11. 

25. The children of Israel, during 
their forty years’ wandering in the 
wilderness, drank no wine nor strong 
drink.—Deut. xxix, 6. Here we have 
the example of a nation which adopt- 
ed the great principle of total abstain- 
ence, or entire prohibition, by the 
authority and encouragement of God 
himself. Would that we to-day could 
maintain the standard of temperance 
which existed among God’s chosen 
people more than a thousand years 
ago. But with all our boasted pro- 

we are not yetas wise as God’s 
ancient law. | 

It is true that the Bible, in some in- 
stances, speaks approvingly of wine, 
but such passages evidently refer to 
unfermented wine, which was not in- 
toxicating. The Bible nowhere ap- 
proves drunkenness. It never asso- 
ciates God’s blessing with the use of 
intoxicating liquor. It clearly por- 
trays the evils of intemperance. It 
solemnly warns us against this des- 
tructive vice. It enjoins abstinence 
as the only safe and proper course. It 
extols the virtues of those who ab- 
stain from wine and strong drink. 
Hence the man who speaks of the 
Bible as aes. intemperance only 
evinces his mental or moral imbecility. 
—Rev. B. N. Williams, in the Chris- 
tian Synosure. 


THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


Nor long since the eastern press an- 
nounced that Professor Klein, of Ken- 
tucky, had discovered what is known 
as the “Star of Bethlehem.” This 
statement was ridiculed by some of 
the papers, and it was intimated that 
nobody but a Kentuckian could have 
made such a disco * But now 
comes information to the effect that 
recently, at Sidney, ia Nebraska, a 
bright star was visible to the naked 
eye at noonday, while the sun was 
brightly shining. and that it was such 
a conspicuous object as to attract the 


attention of many passengers on the 


— 
Union Pacific train. They describe 


its situation as about 70 degrees above 
the horizon and directly east of the 
zenith. It is held by some that it is 
what is known as the “Star of Bath- 
lehem,” which made its first signifi- 
cant * during the time of 
Tycho Brahe and that it is due this 

ear. Henca many believe that this 
is the veritable star that stood over 
the birth placa of the Savior and by 
its brilliant radiance guided the wise 
men of the East in their pilgrimage to 
that sacred spot. 


— 
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THE SOURCE AND CONTINUITY OF REVELATION. 


— 
(“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”— The angel to John. — Rev. xix, 10). 


Ir frequently occurs in the experience of the Elders when preaching the Gos- 

pel, that they secure an attentive hearing until they announce the grand 
truth that God has spoken again from heaven; that an angel has come to 
earth in our day with the everlasting Gospel; and that we are living in a day 
when communication between heaven and earth has been restored. More 
especially is popular prejudice aroused if the Elder happens to say that these 
heavenly communications have been made through the great latter-day pro- 
phet, Joseph Smith. Then the experience of the Elder is not unlike that of 
Paul, when to the Jews at Jerusalem he related that remarkable vision he 
had of the Savior when on his way to Damascus. They permitted him to 
relate the vision, and how, subsequently, the Lord sent him by revelation to 
preach to the Gentilese—“ and they gave him audience to this word, and then 
lifted up their voices, and said, away with such a fellow from the earth; for 
it is not fit that he should live.“ The same spirit is manifest towards the 
Elders when they testify that God has spoken in our day, and sent His angel 
to restore the everlasting Gospel. The prejudice which exists against Joseph 
Smith is largely due to the misrepresentation of which he has been the sub- 
ject. It appears to have been the lot of nearly all the servants of God to be 
reviled and hated and rejected by the generation to whom they were sent. 
It was so in very ancient times. It was the same in the days of the Savior. 
He told the pious Jews, who prided themselves in having Abraham for their 
father, and the law of Moses for their guide in religion, that they were but 
“ whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within 
full of dead men’s bones and of all uncleanness.” This reproof was admini- 
stered because they built the tombs of the prophets and garnished the sepul- 
chres of the righteous, and were saying, “If we had been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets;” and yet, they were even then making every effort their inge- 
nuity eould devise to destroy more than a prophet—they were seeking to 
take the life of the Son of God! Moreover, he told them that He would 
send unto them prophets and wise men and scribes: and some of them ye 
shall kill and crucify; and some of them ye shall scourge in your synagognes, 
and persecute them from city to city —a prophecy which has been fulfilled 


— 
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to the very letter. And as it was in that generation, so it is now. Those old 
pious Pharisees held in honor Moses and the prophets, just as men in this age 
profess to revere Jesus and His apostles and prophets. But while the Phari- 
sees professed to honor Moses and the prophets, their hearts were filled with 
bitterness and murder, and they sought the lives of God’s inspired servants; 
just as men to-day, while professing to be followers of the Son of God, and 
to be filled with the love of God toward all mankind, are ready to gnash their 
teeth with rage at a mere intimation that God has given a revelation in this 
generation; and they have sought the lives, and have killed a number of the 
prophets whom God has sent unto them. To this generation the words of 
one of old will apply: As your fathers did, so do ye.” 

One thing which more than any other has contributed to create and per- 
petuate this bitter hostility towards those who claim that the heavens have 
again been openéd, and that God has again revealed Himself to man and 
restored the ancient Gospel, is that pernicious doctrine taught by modern 
religionists of the various Christian sects, that it was intended that revelation 
should cease, and prophets and apostles be done away with. Nothing can be 
mote contrary to the spirit of the Gospel than that doctrine—nothing more 
harmful to the progress of truth. That it is as false as hell from whence it 
comes, and utterly at variance with the very genius of the Gospel of Christ 
as described in the New Testament, is susceptible of the most positive demon- 
stration. 

It will not be denied that the source of all divine inspiration, prophecy or 
revelation is the Holy Ghost. It is through and by the power of this divine 
agency that God communicates His will and purposes to man: except when 
He does it by a personal visit, or through the administration of an angel. 
The apostle Peter informs us that 

„No prophecy of the scriptare is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
upon by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter i, 20, 21; ; 

Whatever was said under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost was written 
down, and in time came to be regarded as the truth, as Scripture. Seeing, 
then, that the Holy Ghost is the source of revelation and prophecy, those 
who claim that revelation is to cease, and prophets be dome away with, to 
make ont their case they must prove that the Holy Ghost is to cease opera- 
ting tpon the minds of men. For if you would stop streams from flowing, 
you must dry up the fountain. If the fonntain continues to play, streams 
will flow from it. So with the Holy Ghost: if it is given to men in this 
generation, it will fill them with the inspiration of heaven; and if they should 
speak or write under ite influence, they would only be doing what the ancient 
prophets did who made all our Scripture. To say that the Holy Ghost is 
still enjoyed, and that inspiration and prophecy have ceased, is an inconsist- 
eney which common sense cannot tolerate. Jesus said of the Holy Ghost: 

“ Howbeit whe he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himmelf; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall be speak: and he 
will shew you things to come” (John xvi, 13). 

If we wers to stop here, this one passage of Scripture would prove that the 
Holy Ghost ie the Spirit of prophecy. And it is need less to remark that if 
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this Spirit of inspiration should show men things to come, that would con- 
stitute them prophets. But to show further that the Holy Ghost is the 
Spirit of revelation and prophecy, we quote again: . 

‘* Bat when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (John xv, 
26). 

From this we learn that the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, is to 
testify of Christ. Paul’s testimony agrees with this, for he says: 

„No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. xii, 3). 

And when an angel ministered to John on Patmos, he says: 

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I 
am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship 
God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. xix, 10). 

From these Scriptures it is seen that the Holy Ghost is a revelator, the 
Spirit of prophecy, and those who possess it will certainly to a greater or less 
extent enjoy the Spirit of prophecy, which would constitute them prophets. 
To prove that prophets are to cease, or revelation be discontinued, those who 
advocate the theory must prove the Holy Ghost to have been stripped of 
those powers, or else take the position that it is no longer to be shed abroad 
in the hearts of the children of men. The first position would be inconsist- 
ent, and in our humble opinion would amount to blasphemy. Who would 
want to say that while fire, water, air and electricity had retained all their 
properties, the Holy Ghost, which emanates from an unchangeable Being, 
One whose course is an eternal round, has lost some of its attributes or pro- 
perties? The second position would be in direct opposition to the promises 
of God through His inspired servants to the children of men. For when the 
multitude cried out to the apostles on the day of Pentecost, “ men and breth- 
ren what shall we do?’ did not Peter himself, under the direction of the Holy 
‘Spirit, say: 

** Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call” (Acts ii, 38, 39). 

Surely this is a universal promise extending to all the children of men. 
Language cannot make a promise more universal than this one is. It simply 
means that all who are called to obey the Gospel are promised the reception 
of the Holy Ghost. And this promise has just as much force in it to-day as 
when it was first made by the inspired apostle. We may therefore conclude, 
first, that all who are called to repent of their sins, by the servants of God, 
and to be baptized for the remission of them, are entitled, according to the 
promises of God, to the possession of the Holy Ghost: second, it is folly, if 
not blasphemy, to say that the Holy Ghost has lost its powers of revealing 
the things of God, and showing men who possess it things which are to come. 
Therefore to say that the Holy Ghost is to continue among the members of 
the Church and operate upon their minds, and yet that revelations, prophe- 
cyings and divine inspirations are to cease, that prophets are to be done 
away with, is nothing but the assumption of pseudo-ministers of Christ, who 
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would degrade the truths of the Gospel to the level of childish fables to 
excuse their own powerless forms of religion. That is the secret of the origin. 
of the pernicious doctrine that revelation is to cease and prophets to be done 
away with—a doctrine that is not only wnscriptural, but anti seriptüral, for 
the inspired writings are replete with promises that angels and ancient pro- 
phets of God shall visit the earth in the last days in the interests: of man’s 
salvation. And if we believe the Scriptures themselves, instead of the vain 
excuses of men who would hide their own spiritual weakness behind such 
flimsy bulwarks, we shall conclude that the divine spiritual manifestations in 
the last days will excel anything that has before been experienced by man. 
The prophet Joel says of the last days: 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: and also upon the ‘servants and upon the handmaids 
in those days will I pour out my Spirit. And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in 
the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. And 
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: 
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in 
the remnant whom the Lord shall call” (Joel ii, 28—32). | 

It is true the apostle Peter alludes to this passage in his great discourse on 
the day of Pentecost. When the manifestation of the Spirit was given the 
apostles, and the people accused them of being drunken with new wine, 
Peter in reply said nay, “ But this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last days saith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh,” etc.; and some have supposed that Peter meant 
that the people were witnessing the entire fulfillment of what Joel had pre- 
dicted, whereas he only meant that what they then saw was the manifesta- 
tion of that same Spirit of which Joel spoke, and which in the last days will be 
poured out upon all flesh; not only upon the Lord’s servants, but upon His 
handmaidens also. Not only upon mankind, but upon “all flesh,” upon the 
brute creation as well as upon man, and then, doubtless, will come to pass 
that glorious state of things spoken of by the prophet, when “the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, * * * 
and they shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 


Ir is expected that every Elder will consider himself an agent for the Star, 
and take an interest in increasing its circulation. The Saints constantly emi- 
grating from these lands keeps cutting down our subscription list; and the 
Elders should see to it that as believers are baptized they have their atten- 
tion drawn to the Star, and be induced to take it, as it will greatly assist 
in their spiritual education, and be a means of introducing their faith to 
their friends. Not only should the Saints be urged to take it, but those who 
become friendly in their feelings towards the Church should also have their 
attention called to the fact that we publish a paper in advocacy of our faith, 
and that through it they may become acquainted with the spirit of the great 
latter-day work. 
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PRESIDENT George Teasdale left the Liverpool Office on Monday, the 11th 
inst., acoompanied by Elder R. S. Campbell, also of this office, for the con- 
tinent. President Teasdale will visit Bern, Berlin and Copenhagen in the 
interests of the European Mission. He will likely be absent for a month. 
We wish these brethren a pleasant journey and safe return, in which we are 


sure the Saints will join. 


ConFERENCE Notice.—The Glasgow Conference will be held on the 31st 
of July, in the Hall used by the Glasgow Branch, 87, Gallowgate. Meetings 
will commence at 10-30 a.m., and 2-30 and 6-30 p.m. Brethren from the 
Liverpool Office are expected to attend. 


* * 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 0 


Paris, Bear Lake Co., Idaho, 
June 21, 1887. 
President Teasdale: 

Dear Brother,. — We arrived at our 
destination in Zion on June Sth. 
Nothing transpired to mar the plea- 
sure of the trip, all enjoyed good 
health, and the Saints have all found 
homes or friends to receive them. 

The grand picturesque scenery on 
the D. and R. U. route is magnificent, 
the Saints were delighted at the won- 
derful sights to be seen from the cars 
#8 the train climbed arotind and over 
the teps of the snow capped moun- 
tains, until we were more than 10,000 
feet above the sea level. The mind is 
almost bewildered with the wonderful 


scenes which ate presetited to the eye 


with ever changing beauty and variety 
of wonders, and at the engineering 
skill of man, who has succeeded in 
hewing a pathway up these lofty 
ks, for the iron to climb, and 
rom which we can look out upon the 
wonderful works of God. 

But a brief report of my labors 
while engaged as a wmissionary is the 
main purpose of this letter. 

In company with several others I 
left Salt Lake City on April 14, 1885; 
— — at — on — 29th. 

ent to London, May Is ing ap- 
pointed to labor in — 

der the direction of Elder Penrose. 
labored in the Bedford and Hert. 
fordshite Districts for fourteen months. 
Found many warm hearted Saints 
whe were pleased to receive me and 
share the hospitality of their homes. 


| 


| 
| 


— 


work which the Lord 


A few strangers also extended the 
same kindness to me. There was no 
other Elder traveling with me, or in 
those Districts, during that time, and 
I had no assistance from the Saints to 
hold open-air meetings, except on two 
or three occasions, when Brothers 
— and Swift, of Kempston, 
Be rendered me valuable aid. 


Only baptized two while in those 


Districts, and am sorry to that 
although many of the Saints in that 
District are kind and hospitable, and 


manifest a disposition, yet they 
do not put t ves in a position to 
receive the omises and bless- 
ings through obedience to the Gospel, 


in that they neglect to pay their 
tithes. 


In the month of June, 1886, was 
called to labor in the North London 
Branch. In July was changed to the 
Lambeth Branch, and in October ap- 
pointed to preside ovet the London 

ference. During my labors in 
London, I realized more fully than 
before the importance of being active 
the 
truths of the Gospel, and the great 
commen 
to do. 
With the assistance of Elders D. 


H. Morris and Wm. Wood, jun, or- 
ized the West and South London 
ranches, and removed the Confer- 


| ence office to Notting Hill. 

I have much pleasure in réflecting 
upon the happy hours passed in visit- 
ing among the =p 
them the principles o 


and in teachi 
eternal life, 
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baptized eight souls while in London, 
making ten baptisms in Have 
received numerous letters from the 
Saints among whom I labored while 
in Beds. and and other parts of 
the London Conference, expressing 
their gratitude to me, and praying 
God to bless me for my efforts in their 
behalf, all of which is very gratifying. 
I have very much to be thankful to 
my heavenly Father for, I can truly 
say that He has blessed me, and my 
missionary experience has been of 
great benefit to me. 

I am now at home surrounded 
loving companions, and as I look out 
from my cottage door across the 
grassy valley to the distant mountains, 
and view the quiet, peaceful settle- 
ments of the Saints in the distance, 
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the clear sky and atmosphere, 
which allows objects ten miles dis- 
tant to be seen as plain as if only two 
or three miles away, my heart swells 
with gratitude to God or the abund- 
ance of His mercies and blessings, and 
I feel that I have been honored in 
being called to go to the world and 
advocate the principles of the govern- 
ment of God. My testimony is streng- 
thened thereby, and I feel more deter- 
mined than ever to labor in the inter- 
est of this great latter-day work. 

With kind and affectionate greet- 
ing to you and those assoviated with 

ou at the office and to the faithful 

ints, 

I remain your fellow servant in the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God, 

Epwarp Davis. 


ANOTHER EFFORT FOR STATEHOOD. 


Tae Central Committee of the Peo- 
ple’s Party, at a meeting held on 
the 16th of June, issued the follow- 
ing call for the election of members 
to a Constitutional Convention ap- 

inted to meet on the 30th of 
une: 


Headquarters People’s Territorial 
Central Committee, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, June 16, 1887. 


To the People of Utah: 


Deeming the time propitious for a 
movement On the part of the citizens 
of this Territory for the securing of 
their full rights and privileges under 
the Constitution of the United States, 
we, the Territorial Central Committee 
of the People’s Party, representing the 
large majority of the population, 
hereby call upon the people of Utah, 
irrespective of party, creed or class, 
to assemble in mass conventions in 
their several counties, at such places 
as the People’s County Central Com- 
mittees may desi on Saturday, 
25, at 12 0˙0 noon, for 

pur 0 to a 
Constitutional nv —— hela 
in the City Hall, Salt Lake City, on 
June 30, 1887, at 12 pes po hem for 
the purpose of framing adopting 


measures for the admission of Utah 
into the Union as a sovereign State. 

And, desiring that the entire people 
of the Territory should have an op- 
portunity of participating in this 
effort for free government, we invite 
the Central Committees of all the 
political parties in the Terrizory to 
join in this movement, with the un- 
derstanding that if they so co-opera 
each party shall have recognition an 
be recorded its fair quota of represent- 
ation in the Constitutial Convention. 

This Convention shall consist of 
seventy-five delegates, to be appor- 
tioned among the respective counties 
as follows: 


Beaver 
Box Elder 3 Salt Lake ... 16 
Cache ... 7 Sanpete 
Davis ... 3 Sevier ... 3 
Emery ... ... 2 Summit 3 
Garfield ... ... 1 Tooele 2 
Iron & San Juan 2 Utah ... ... 8 
J ua . 2 Uintah & Wa- 
Millard ... ... 2 Washington... 2 
Morgan ... 1 Weber 
Piute 
Utah, with its large, intelligent and 
its varied and 
1 growing industries, its agri- 
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cultural, mining and commercial in- 
terests, its brilliant prospects and its 
strong devotion to the prineiples of 
free government, ought no longer to 
be bound by Territorial restraints, but 
should be permitted: to step forward 
into the responsibilities and privileges 
of Statehood, and become fully iden- 
tified with those common- 
wealths which,: joined in the Federal 
Union, constitute the foremost nation 
of the nineteenth century. Every 
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lover of his country should aid in the 
romotion of 2 cause aod, 
urying local antagonisms, secure tha 
uni which will result in placing Utah 
on the highway to financial prosperity 
and influence as one of the brightest 
stars in the national galaxy. 


REUNION OF THE 


KIMBALL FAMILY. 


— 


TuEsDAY June 14, 1887, was a day 
long to be remembered by the family 
and friends of the late President 
Heber C. Kimball, several hundreds 
of whom assembled at Fuller's Hill 
Gardens to celebrate in a fitting man- 
ner the 86th anniversary of his birth. 
The gathering was from various —_ 
of the Territory, the members of the 
— and their connections being 
called together by a committee of the 
Kimball boys, to participate in this 
the first re-union of President Kim- 
ball’s relatives held since his death. 

The meeting was called to order by 
Master of Ceremonies Wm. H. Kim- 
ball, the eldest son, and the band 
—— “ Auld Lang Syne” with thril- 

ng effect. Prayer was offered 
David Candland, the oldest adopted 
son of President Kimball. “O ye 
Mountains High” was feelingly ren- 
dered by the choir and congregation 
Horace G. Whitney directing, an 
Prof. Evan Stephens at the organ. 
Some very — appropriate 
introductory remarks were then made 
. Bishop Joseph Kimball, after 
which a male quartette was finely 
sung by several of the Kimball boys, 
accompanied on the organ by Evan 
Stephens. 

ishop O. F. Whitney then took 

the stand and read a sketch, written 
by himself, of the life of President 

eber C. Kimball. It occupied about 
an hour, and was listened to with ab- 
sorbing attention. The main inci- 
dents in ‘the life of the great man 


whose memory was being honored 
were set forth in language at once 
eloquent and forcible. It was much 
enjoyed, and was voted one of the 
writer's best literary efforts. It is 
ublished in the Contributor for 
une, and will form the basis of the 
life of Heber C. Kimball, a work 
much larger, on which Bishop Whit- 
is now en 
he choir and congregation 

“Praise to the man who comm 
with Jehovah,” and the meeting was 
dismissed with benediction by Elder 
William B. Barton. 

Luncheon and refreshments were 
now spread under the t whose 
foliage afforded a delightful shade, 


by | and the entire company sat down to 


partake of the bounties and delicacies 
provided. Games and amusements 
of various kinds followed. Every- 
—_ was sociable and happy. 

The occasion commemorated was 
one never to be forgotten, and will 
bear indefinite repetitions. Such ga- 
therings are productive ‘of great good 
in the promotion of unity and kindly 
feeling, and are especially beneficial 
in a large og dwelling in different 
localities, like that of our revered and 
honored brother, President Kimball. 
The occasions on which they come 
together to exchange affectionate 
1 with each other, and do 

onor to the memory of their illustri- 
ous head, are such as the heavens love 
to smile upon.— Deseret News. 


Each must, in virtue, strive for to excel; 
That man lives twice who lives the first life well. 


By order of 
Central Committee, 
Joun R. WNom, Chairman. 
ELIAS A. Smith, Secretary. 
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UTAH NEWS. 
— 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 

The various county superintendents of Utah have organized a Territorial 
Teacher’s Institute. 

The Old Folks’ Excursion went to Ogden for their out” this year. It 
occurred on the 22nd of June. 

The play of Oliver Cromwell, written by E. W. Tullidge, will shortly be 
presented at the Theatre in Salt Lake City. 

There is a prospect of Provo and other prominent settlements of Utah 
County being connected with Salt Lake by telephone. 

Ex-Judge Hunter, the predecessor of Judge Zane in the Third Judicial 
District, died at the Continental Hotel, Salt Lake City, June 22nd. 

The Salt Lake County officers have let the contract for building the new 
jail to the Salt Lake Building and Manufacturing Company, for the sum of 
$13,767. 

There was a strike of the coal miners‘at Coalville on the 21st of June. The 
cause is that one of the miners was discharged by the foreman, and the 
miners demand his return. 

Recitals on the grand organ in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake, are now regularly 
rendered by Joseph J. Daynes. Much of the music executed is of home com- 
position, being the work of Edward Stephens and brother Daynes. 

Mr. T. C. Callister, of Fillmore, gives some details that show the terrible 
extent of the ravages from rabbits in the south. He says the crops about his 
city are ruined completely; he has killed 2,000 rabbits with his own gun, and 
says there have not been fewer than 50,000 or 60,000 killed in the town. The 
pests attack first wheat, then barley, then corn, then oats, and when they 
have once been over a field they leave not a wreck behind.” This visitation, 
together with the drouth, has given the people a good deal of discouragement. 
The stock and sheep of the country are doing well. 

At 12 o'clock noon, on Saturday, June 25, 1887, the Salt Lake Theatre was 
filled to its utmost capacity by the people gathered for the purpose of electing 
delegates from Salt Lake County, to attend the general State Convention. 
Hon. James Sharp occupied the chair, and announced the objects of the con- 
vention. Spirited addresses were delivered by the Hon’s. John T. Caine and 
F. S. Richards, Le Grand Young, Esq., Bishop O. F. Whitney, Junius F. 
Wells, Esq., James Hr Moyle, Esq., Robert W. Sloan and Andrew Jenson, all 
setting forth cogent reasons why Utah should be admitted into the family of 
States. The eloquent speeches were acknowledged by hearty applause, and 
the following gentlemen were elected as delegates: 


James Sharp, Wm. {W.-Riter, John T. Caine, 
Samuel P. Teasdel, Franklin: S. Richards, Le Grande Young, 
Elias A. Smith, Richard Howe, L. S. Hills, 

John Clark, Samuel Bennion, Andrew Jenson, 
Francis Armstrong, Feramorz Little, Junius F. Wells 


John R. Winder. 


